In the Name of the Most High

Objections and Questions Regarding the Reality of Shiism

Presentation of the Objection: This doubt is generally presented in two forms: as
a normal question or as an aggressive insinuation.

* First Form: Normal Question: What is Shiism?
What is the difference between Shi‘a and Sunni?

* Second Form: Aggressive Insinuation: Shiism is a deviant sect and is not
part of Islam.

Shiism was fabricated by Jews. The founder of Shiism was a Jew named
Abdullah ibn Saba’.

Gauging the Addressee: During this phase, one must discern whether the
interlocutor's mind has been poisoned against Shiism, or if they are merely asking
a normal question without prejudice, simply seeking some information.

Answer to the Normal Question

Key Point: In introducing Shiism, there is a common response in our religious
literature that is a very incorrect and even dangerous answer to present to a Sunni
discussant. First, this inappropriate answer will be mentioned and critiqued.
Subsequently, the answer that has been tested in practice and is also the definition
of Aban ibn Taghlib! regarding the term "Shi'a" in contrast to Ahl al-Sunnah will
be presented.

Inappropriate Answer: "Shi'a and Sunni are similar in the fundamental
principles of Islamic belief, but they differ on the issue of succession (caliphate)
after the Prophet. Shi'ites believe the immediate successor after the Prophet was
exclusively Imam Ali: ibn Abi: Talib."

Two main flaws in this conventional way of introducing Shiism to Sunnis are:

1. Rejecting the status of the Caliphs and emphasizing the belief in the error of
their actions will create aversion, repulsion, and even hatred towards Shiism in the
addressee.

I, Aban ibn Taghlib was a top-tier companion of Imam al-Sajjad (as) and Imam al-Sadiq (as).




2. Even if an addressee is not affected by this problem (which is very unlikely),
they will still face this question: How is such a difference supposed to affect our
lives today?! What does it matter to our lives as Muslims today who should have
ruled the Islamic community 1400 years ago after the Prophet?!

Useful and Effective Answer:

Stage One: Shiism is one of the Islamic denominations that, in most Islamic
teachings, is similar to the other schools of thought. As you can see, Muslims from
all denominations come for Hajj, and we, as Shi'ites, have also come for Hajj
alongside our other brothers.

Stage Two: The difference between Shi‘ism and other schools of thought is
similar to the differences among the Sunni schools themselves. The jurisprudence
(figh) of each school differs from another because the method of ijtihad (legal
reasoning) of the founders of these schools differed. For example, Shafi'is, during
Tawaf, act according to the fatwa of Abu: Hani:fih so that their ablution (wudhu:)
Is not invalidated by the potential contact of their hand with a woman. The reason
for this difference in fatwa goes back to Abu: Hani:fih's method of ijtihad, which
differed from Shafi'i's method.

Stage Three: The school of Shiism has another name, and taking heed of this
name can clarify the characteristics of Shiism. The other name for the Shi‘a school
is the School of the Ahl al-Biyt (the Prophet's Household). The most important
characteristic of Shiism is the nature of this school's relationship with the Ahl al-
Biyt. We have two duties towards the Ahl al-Biyt: affection and obedience.

Throughout history, enmity towards the Ahl al-Biyt has been immense. Affection
for the Ahl al-Biyt, for many years, was considered tantamount to disbelief and
apostasy, and in many cases, led to the killing of the lovers of the Ahl al-Biyt. This
Is why Imam Shafi'i, in his famous poem, courageously says:
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"If affection for the family of Muhammad is heresy, then let the two weighty
beings bear witness that | am a heretic (rafidhi:)!"

The root of why some people label Shi'ites as "Rafidhi:" becomes clear in this
poem.




Praise be to God, now most Muslims have affection for the Ahl al-Biyt and have
not abandoned this Quranic duty. Imam Shafi'i: beautifully expressed the meaning
of the "Mawaddah™ verse in his poem. In the Quran, we read:
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"Say, 'l do not ask you any reward for it except the love of [my] relatives.
(Shura: 23)

The meaning of this verse is found in this poem by Imam Shafi'i:
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"O family of the Messenger of Allah, your love is an obligation from Allah in the
Quran He revealed."”

Stage Four: In the fundamental beliefs and rulings of Islam, Shi‘a and Sunni are
completely similar. All Muslims believe that the source for receiving Islamic
teachings is the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him and his family). Given that, to understand the interpretation of the Quran and
the Prophet's Sunnah one must refer to hadiths, all Muslims refer to the
Companions of the Prophet to understand religious teachings.

If there is no difference among the narrations from the Companions on a subject,
such as the number of Rak'ahs in the Fajr prayer or the obligation of fasting in the
month of Ramadan, naturally, there will be no difference of opinion among the
various Islamic denominations. This is why the similarities among Islamic
denominations are numerous, and the differences are very few.

However, if on a subject there is a difference among the opinions of the
Companions, here the Sunnis say that in this case, one can refer to any of the
Companions. That is, among the different opinions narrated from the Companions,
one can accept whichever is more desirable. But the Shi'ites believe that among the
different Companions, if contradictory opinions exist, one must refer to the opinion
of the Ahl al-Biyt.

No Sunni scholar believes that for understanding the meanings of the Quran or the
Prophetic Sunnah, one cannot refer to the Ahl al-Biyt, because the Ahl al-Biyt
were among the most important Companions. Based on this, the Shi'ite practice, in
the view of Sunni scholars, is a defensible and correct action, but they say that in




the case of differing opinions among the Companions, one can also refer to others.
(This answer is the same statement of Aban ibn Taghlib.)?

The reason for the Shi'ites' belief that the opinion of the Ahl al-Biyt is the most
reliable and precise is verse 33 from Surah Al-Ahzab:
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"Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household,
and purify you with a thorough purification." (Al-Ahzab: 33)

(If the addressee happens to have high education and knowledge in exegesis and
narrations, depending on the situation, one can delve into the exegetical
discussions of this verse and the hadiths related to its occasion of revelation, or one
can refer this discussant to a Scholarly Council. However, in most cases, the
addressee does not have such an inclination.)

Stage Five: (If the interlocutor is informed about issues related to the caliphate,
this stage should also be mentioned.)

The political discussions of early Islam do not have a particular impact on the lives
of Muslims today. We cannot change the course of history. However, what method
we use in acquiring religious teachings has an impact even today.

Answer to the Aggressive Insinuation

Stage One: Do you consider Shi'ites non-Muslim? Then how do the Saudi
Government and other Muslims allow us to come for Hajj? Have you not seen that
Shi'ite scholars, alongside Sunni scholars, wash the Ka'bah with Iranian rosewater
every year?! Would these Sunni scholars allow the Ka'bah to be defiled by the
entry of some non-Muslims?

Stage Two: Have you not seen the explicit fatwa of Sheikh Shaltut, which,
alongside the four famous Sunni schools, permits Muslims to follow Shi'ite
jurisprudence if they wish? Have you not seen that the current head of Al-Azhar,
Sheikh Ahmad al-Tayyib, has described Shi‘a and Sunni as the two wings of the
bird of Islam?

2, The Shi'a are those who, when people differ regarding a narration from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him and his family), take the saying of Ali: (peace be upon him); and when people differ regarding a narration from
Ali:, they take the saying of Ja'far ibn Muhammad (peace be upon him).




Stage Three: The root of sowing discord between Shi‘a and Sunni lies in political
matters. If Shi‘a and Sunni were enemies, it would be impossible for Shi'ites in
Lebanon and Yemen to support Sunni Palestinians.

Stage Four: What is the meaning of being Muslim? How can one understand if a
denominationt is among the Islamic school of thoughts? If the criterion for being
Muslim is belief in Allah, the prophethood of the Seal of the Prophets (peace be
upon him), and the Day of Judgment, then Shi'ites are also Muslims.

Stage Five: Unfortunately, the accusation of apostasy has been leveled against the
lovers of the Ahl al-Biyt for centuries. Due to enmity towards the Prophet's
Household, such a heavy atmosphere was created against Shi'ites and the lovers of
the Ahl al-Biyt that when someone in the position of Imam Shafi'i spoke of love
for the Ahl al-Biyt, even he was accused of being a Rafidhi: and irreligious. But he
courageously proclaimed this love and said: "If love for the family of Muhammad
Is heresy, then let Jinn and human being bear witness that | am a heretic!"

| (0l ) DN 2l /aeae JT 5 dese an Liad )y (IS )

Stage Six: Introduce Shiism based on the previous five-stage answer presented in
response to the question about the reality of Shiism.

Stage Seven: (This stage should only be mentioned if the addressee is familiar
with the story of Abdullah ibn Saba’.)

Regarding Abdullah ibn Saba’ and his influence on Shiism:

a) Given his alleged role in founding Shiism, Shi'ite scholars should logically hold
him in very high esteem. Please bring one text from a Shi'ite scholar that praises
him. It is impossible for someone to be the founder of a sect unless he and his
views are mentioned in numerous texts of that sect. But in Shi'ite texts, whenever
this individual's name is mentioned, it is accompanied by curses and insults.

b) In which book of the important Sunni books is this person mentioned? He is
only introduced in Tabari:'s book, and the narrators of that report are individuals
known to be liars. If such a person had this deep and dangerous influence, it should
have been mentioned in various books, which it has not.

¢) The root and foundation of Shiism are in the verses of the Quran and the
narrations of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). Shiism, due to the
Purification Verse (Ayah al-Tathi:r), considers the opinion of the Ahl al-Biyt to be
infallible, and due to the Hadith al-Thagaliyn, sees the Ahl al-Biyt always




alongside the Quran. (At this stage, depending on the conditions of each dialogue,
one can go into more detail regarding the relevant verses and hadiths or pass over
these texts more quickly.)

d) There are numerous narrations indicating that the term "Shi'a" was used during
the time of the Noble Messenger (peace be upon him) himself, and the companions
and followers of Ali: ibn Abi: Talib were known as "Shi‘at Ali:" (the Shi‘a of Ali:).
Among these narrations are:

Hadith 1:

Epala¥l Gl of U8 e 1538 JB G o ea sl 3 (Jse slize (ol 0 oline (o (ol (s
crondl s Lealdl e g lee 53 dadal g5 il Ul J gty all g anle dl) Yoo dlil J gy Camane JualbYG
Al il Sy Jilay gae a (85 ) dual 5 L8 ) 5 il g Ll el Gpuaall
(\W'w\ 13 ch;j\ LEJ}’L“‘:.‘-‘M est;ﬂd)m‘)

"l am the tree, Fatimah is its branch, Ali is its pollen, Hasan and Husayn are its
fruit, and our Shi'‘a are its leaves. The root of the tree is in the Garden of Eden, and
the rest of that is in the rest of Paradise."

Hadith 2:
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When the verse "Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds —
those are the best of creatures.” (Al-Bayyinah: 7) was revealed, the Messenger said
to Ali: "O Ali, they are you and your Shi'a."

Hadith 3:
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From al-Sha'bi, from Ali, who said: The Messenger of God (peace be upon him)
said: "You and your Shi‘a will be in Paradise."

Hadith 4:
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The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Ali: "You and your Shi'a will
come to me at the Pond (al-Hawdh) quenched, with bright faces, while your enemy
will come to the Pond thirsty and parched.”

Given these hadiths, it is clear that the term "Shi‘at Ali*" existed from the time of
the Noble Messenger (peace be upon him), and Shiism is not a sect that was
created during the time of Uthman.




